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John Michael Doe, a devoted husband, father, grandfather, teacher, and friend, passed away peacefully on NovemberJohn Michael Doe, a devoted husband, father, grandfather, teacher, and friend, passed away peacefully on November
23, 2024, surrounded by his loved ones at his home in Springfield, Illinois. He was 79 years old.23, 2024, surrounded by his loved ones at his home in Springfield, Illinois. He was 79 years old.

Born on May 12, 1945, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, John was the eldest of three children to Margaret and Howard Doe. HeBorn on May 12, 1945, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, John was the eldest of three children to Margaret and Howard Doe. He
attended the University of Iowa, where he earned his degree in education. John spent over 40 years as an elementaryattended the University of Iowa, where he earned his degree in education. John spent over 40 years as an elementary
school teacher, dedicating his life to nurturing young minds and making a lasting impact in the community.school teacher, dedicating his life to nurturing young minds and making a lasting impact in the community.

John was an avid gardener, a skilled woodworker, and a passionate volunteer. Whether cultivating his vegetableJohn was an avid gardener, a skilled woodworker, and a passionate volunteer. Whether cultivating his vegetable
patch, crafting furniture for family and friends, or serving meals at the local shelter, John’s actions reflected hispatch, crafting furniture for family and friends, or serving meals at the local shelter, John’s actions reflected his
generosity and care for others. His warm smile and words of encouragement left an indelible mark on everyone hegenerosity and care for others. His warm smile and words of encouragement left an indelible mark on everyone he
met.met.

John’s greatest joy was his family. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Jane Doe; his three children, Emily DoeJohn’s greatest joy was his family. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Jane Doe; his three children, Emily Doe
(Tom), David Doe (Lila), and Sarah Doe; and his five grandchildren, Ethan, Claire, Lily, Noah, and Grace Doe. He is(Tom), David Doe (Lila), and Sarah Doe; and his five grandchildren, Ethan, Claire, Lily, Noah, and Grace Doe. He is
also survived by his younger brother, Robert Doe. John is reunited in heaven with his younger sister, Susan Doe.also survived by his younger brother, Robert Doe. John is reunited in heaven with his younger sister, Susan Doe.

A celebration of John’s life will be held on Saturday, December 2, 2024, at 11 a.m. at Springfield United MethodistA celebration of John’s life will be held on Saturday, December 2, 2024, at 11 a.m. at Springfield United Methodist
Church, with a reception to follow. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in John’s name to theChurch, with a reception to follow. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in John’s name to the
Springfield Literacy Program, a cause close to his heart.Springfield Literacy Program, a cause close to his heart.

John’s legacy of kindness, dedication, and love will continue to inspire all who were fortunate enough to know him.John’s legacy of kindness, dedication, and love will continue to inspire all who were fortunate enough to know him.
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Tribute From Jay Dellinger, PublisherTribute From Jay Dellinger, Publisher
Example 2 Jay Dellinger, Publisher Dellinger, Publisher I’ll never forget the summer when John helped me build aExample 2 Jay Dellinger, Publisher Dellinger, Publisher I’ll never forget the summer when John helped me build a
treehouse for my kids. I had no idea where to even start, but John showed up with his toolbox and that warm smile oftreehouse for my kids. I had no idea where to even start, but John showed up with his toolbox and that warm smile of
his, ready to tackle the project. He spent the entire weekend patiently teaching me how to measure, cut, andhis, ready to tackle the project. He spent the entire weekend patiently teaching me how to measure, cut, and
assemble the planks. Every step was an opportunity for him to share not just his expertise but also his humor andassemble the planks. Every step was an opportunity for him to share not just his expertise but also his humor and
wisdom. At one point, when a particularly stubborn nail refused to cooperate, he laughed and said, “Sometimes life’swisdom. At one point, when a particularly stubborn nail refused to cooperate, he laughed and said, “Sometimes life’s
like this nail—just takes a little extra care and the right angle.” By the end of the weekend, we stood back and admiredlike this nail—just takes a little extra care and the right angle.” By the end of the weekend, we stood back and admired
the treehouse. It wasn’t just a structure; it was a symbol of John’s generosity and his knack for bringing peoplethe treehouse. It wasn’t just a structure; it was a symbol of John’s generosity and his knack for bringing people
together. My kids spent countless hours in that treehouse, and every time I see it, I think of John and the kindness hetogether. My kids spent countless hours in that treehouse, and every time I see it, I think of John and the kindness he
shared so freely. He truly had a way of making any moment special, and his legacy will live on in all of us who wereshared so freely. He truly had a way of making any moment special, and his legacy will live on in all of us who were
lucky enough to know him.lucky enough to know him.
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the end of the weekend, we stood back and admired the treehouse. It wasn’t just a structure; it was a symbol of John’sthe end of the weekend, we stood back and admired the treehouse. It wasn’t just a structure; it was a symbol of John’s
generosity and his knack for bringing people together. My kids spent countless hours in that treehouse, and every timegenerosity and his knack for bringing people together. My kids spent countless hours in that treehouse, and every time
I see it, I think of John and the kindness he shared so freely. He truly had a way of making any moment special, and hisI see it, I think of John and the kindness he shared so freely. He truly had a way of making any moment special, and his
legacy will live on in all of us who were lucky enough to know him.legacy will live on in all of us who were lucky enough to know him.
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